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Welcome to the first edition of True Life Change 
Magazine! Our goal is to share real life stories of personal 
transformation. Our mission statement sums up our message: 
“To see all generations experience true life change with 
Jesus.”

Stories of transformation are grounded in Scripture. One such 
story is found in Mark 5:2-17:

When Jesus climbed out of the boat, a man possessed 
by an evil spirit came out from the tombs to meet him. 
This man lived in the burial caves and could no longer 
be restrained, even with a chain. Whenever he was 
put into chains and shackles—as he often was—he 
snapped the chains from his wrists and smashed the 
shackles. No one was strong enough to subdue him. 
Day and night he wandered among the burial caves 
and in the hills, howling and cutting himself with sharp 
stones.

When Jesus was still some distance away, the man 
saw him, ran to meet him, and bowed low before him. 
With a shriek, he screamed, “Why are you interfering 
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In the 
name of God, I beg you, don’t torture me!” For Jesus 
had already said to the spirit, “Come out of the man, 
you evil spirit.”

Then Jesus demanded, “What is your name?”

And he replied, “My name is Legion, because there are 
many of us inside this man.” Then the evil spirits begged 
him again and again not to send them to some distant 
place.

There happened to be a large herd of pigs feeding on 
the hillside nearby. “Send us into those pigs,” the spirits 
begged. “Let us enter them.”

Roger Grimmett | 
Lead Pastor

So Jesus gave them permission. The evil spirits came 
out of the man and entered the pigs, and the entire herd 
of about 2,000 pigs plunged down the steep hillside into 
the lake and drowned in the water.

The herdsmen fled to the nearby town and the 
surrounding countryside, spreading the news as they 
ran. People rushed out to see what had happened. A 
crowd soon gathered around Jesus, and they saw the 
man who had been possessed by the legion of demons. 
He was sitting there fully clothed and perfectly sane, 
and they were all afraid. Then those who had seen what 
happened told the others about the demon-possessed 
man and the pigs. And the crowd began pleading with 
Jesus to go away and leave them alone.

This demon-possessed man had no control of his life. He 
had been alienated to the margins of society. People were 
afraid and wanted nothing to do with this child of God. He was 
considered of no value to anyone except Jesus. He had little 
to live for except to cut himself on the rocks in the area where 
he lived.

All of this changed when Jesus came along. When Jesus saw 
him, he was moved with compassion for this human being. 
Not only did Jesus cast out the demons, but he restored this 
man and gave him back his mind and his strength. In addition, 
he restored him to his rightful place in community. His life was 
so different that those who knew him were afraid!

This man experienced True Life Change!

Please send us your stories of transformation and True Life 
Change with Jesus. Your story will inspire countless others to 
grow in faith, hope, and love.

May God Bless You!
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In 2021, we updated the Mission for Springfield First: “To see all generations experience true life change with 
Jesus.”  Our Vision defines the characteristics of the church that reflect the achievement of the Mission. The 
following four characteristics are the visible actions of the church that are intended to accomplish our Mission:

WorshipLife: 
Where we gather to 
experience God in worship. 

Our strategies are designed 
to maintain a focus on 
genuine worship of God in 
a welcoming environment 
which will encourage 
growth in all of our worship 
services. We are focusing 
our time and resources on 
expanding the number of 
people we reach and serve 
in our worship services 
both in person and online, 
with a goal of 1500 people 
attending worship in person 
or online.  

“Worship the Lord with 
gladness; come before him 

with joyful songs.”  
Psalm 100:2

We have teams of staff and congregants meeting on a regular basis evaluating and refining each of these areas in 
order to achieve the Mission. You are always welcome to share your opinions and ideas as we pursue our Mission 
together.

Through all of these areas, we are taking love of Jesus to the world.

DiscipleLife: 
Where we grow with God 
and others.

Growing spiritually in Christ 
is a continuous process 
of learning and building 
community together. 
Growing our Sunday school 
classes and small groups 
is critical to our individual 
growth and the growth 
of our church. We are 
developing an intentional 
discipleship pathway that 
will focus on preparing all 
generations to live a life 
of Kingdom impact, with 
the goals of seeking 200 
adult confessions of faith, 
200 children confessions 
of faith, and 20 emerging 
ministry leaders.  

“Instruct the wise and they 
will be wiser still: teach the 
righteous and they will add 

to their learning.”
Proverbs 9:9

MissionLife: 
Where we unleash spiritual 
gifts through volunteering 
and serving. 

Demonstrating the love of 
Christ though community 
outreach is an outward and 
visible sign of our faith that 
we are called to do. We are 
prioritizing engaging our 
faith community, resources, 
and church campus 
to reach the people of 
Springfield for Jesus. Our 
goal is to touch the lives of 
1000 people not currently 
connected with Springfield 
First.  

“…Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did it to one of the 

least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for 

me.” 
Matthew 25:40

FamilyLife: 
Where we encourage and 
support families. 

Families are the foundation 
of community, and 
supporting families is 
critical to our Mission. We 
are equipping families with 
the tools necessary to 
inspire a Biblical worldview 
in their children and teens, 
with the goals to re-engage 
our families and to reach 
100 new families. 

“So commit yourselves 
to these words of mine…

Teach them to your 
children. Talk about 

them when you are at 
home…Write them on the 

doorposts of your house…” 
Deuteronomy 11:18-21

Bob Dodd | 
Executive Director

A Message from our Executive Director 
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Purposeful Hospitality
"Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it." 
(Hebrews 13:2)

In 2021, I saw a devotion on Facebook that featured Vince & Sally Howard 
sharing about the fruit of the Spirit. Since they are my neighbors in 
Athens, I reached out and asked which service they attend so I would 
know someone if I visited. Before seeing that online devotion, I had not 
even considered visiting a Methodist church - but that simple devotion 
nudged me to give Springfield First a try.  

From the very first time I came, I felt at home. People were welcoming, 
and I found several right away that I had things in common with! So 
I kept coming back, went to a Sunday School class, tried a small group, 
volunteered as a greeter, and felt loved and cared for when my father-in-
law declined and passed away last winter. 

In the spring of 2022, I went to the Springfield First G6 Class and 
officially became a member in June. It's a blessing to be part of the 
Springfield First community!  

Vonda Laffey

Life 
Vision
200

As we seek to live into our LifeVision 200, guided by our Mission and Core Values, we will follow 
our strategy of worship, grow, serve, and go together as fully devoted disciples of Christ. Our 
portrait of a fully devoted disciple of Jesus Christ will be measured by how well we are loving 
God, building community, and unleashing compassion! 

These are the stories of how our mission, "to see all generations experience true life change with 
Jesus," is being done through our core values. 

Life Vision 200



"Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it." 
(Hebrews 13:2)

Inspirational Worship 
"The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands."   (Psalm 19:1)

Singing and making music is what I do. It’s what I am good at. It's what I’m passionate about. Ever 
since I was a little girl, I’ve been singing in church. My dad is a pastor, and I got the opportunity 
to serve on worship teams playing instruments and singing from an early age. By the time I was 
in high school, I was a consistent member of my church’s team and ultimately I decided to study 
worship ministry at Lincoln Christian University. I graduated and… couldn’t find a worship ministry 
position. 

I felt discouraged. 

Defeated.

I had to live, so I got other jobs. I thought maybe I was wrong about what God wanted me to do with 
my life. I moved in other directions, left the denomination of churches that I had grown up in, and 
had a hard time finding a church home after that until I came to Springfield First.

I was content being a regular attender and just worshiping in my seat until Sally Fritz noticed me - 
we knew each other from the theater community - and suggested that I should get plugged into the 
worship ministry. I am so glad she did.

I found a team full of welcoming and caring people. All the people I worked with in the tech team, 
band, and singers were there to worship the Lord. Authentically worship. I got the chance to relight 
the fire in my heart for leading worship, running rehearsals for Chase when he was out of town, and 
leading during services often. My passion was reignited! When Chase moved, I found that God had 
really laid on my heart to return to worship ministry in a place that strives to glorify Him above all 
else. 

God is moving in this community. 

Allison Means
Worship Arts Director
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As an active member at Springfield First, I am 
dedicated to living out a missional lifestyle. I 
do this by volunteering at Springfield First. I 
am an active member of the Tech Team; I am 
a piece to a larger puzzle that works together 
to create an inspirational worship service 
both in person and online. Whether I am 
running a camera or slides, any opportunity 
to serve and share a wonderful service with 
our congregation both in person and online 
makes for a great day. 
Through our Missions Council, I also manage 
the Mission Garden that provides produce 
to Kumler Food Pantry on a weekly basis 
each year. Harvest usually begins in mid-
June and continues through late September. 
The Mission Garden is an awesome way that 
Springfield First reaches out and serves our 
greater Springfield Community.

Missional Lifestyle
"So he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him."
(John 13:4-5)

I want to make things better somehow, some 
way. But what could I do now? I am well beyond 
retirement age (no “spring chicken” as my 
mother would say).  The autoimmune disorder 
I have is accompanied by chronic fatigue and 
lack of balance. So, I walk with a walker. I was 
fearful of getting too involved, and I felt uneasy 
about reaching out in ways that I never had 
before.  
I teach a Sunday morning class, the Up-N-
Comers, and Ray Ogden, Art Runge, and Jim 
Stricker from our class volunteer at Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center every week. I 
checked and, sure enough, MMDC needed 
some data entry help. I am able to do that.  
In the Spectrum Sunday morning class, Joe 
O’Neill talked about providing a hot meal for 
the homeless at the Salvation Army Overflow 
Shelter once a month. He has enlisted the 
help of neighbors, family, and friends to feed 
between 35 and 100+ people, depending on 
the time of year. Joe shared that he had been 
changed by doing this ministry, and he no 
longer thought of homeless people in the same 
way. So, I decided to help Joe out one evening 
in July. What I experienced were people who 
were truly thankful for what he was doing. 
These people, though down on their luck, were 
high on humanity. They were gracious, helping 
less fortunate homeless people, by taking food 
back to them. It was a humbling experience. 
One gentleman actually said I reminded 
him of his granny – I thought that was a great 
compliment! Instead of fear, this became an 
adventure. Instead of a burden, this became 
an opportunity. Instead of staying at home by 
myself, this was a chance to help other human 
beings and spend time with classmates who 
were similarly inspired by Jesus.

Sherry Sinnott

Jennifer Hoerner

Sherry Sinnott and her Sunday School Class 
pack lunches for Salvation Army.



Joyful Generosity
"Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously."
(2 Corinthians 9:6)

Springfield First Preschool has already had such an 
amazing journey. This is through the endless efforts, acts of 
service, gifts, and donations of a multitude of people. God 
has placed this school on the hearts of so many for so long; 
I am beyond honored to be a part of it. Joyful generosity 
oozes from this preschool, and I know each and every 
student who attends will have such enriching experiences 
with these items that have been gifted to us. We are starting 
small, but I am looking forward to seeing God move and 
make this program and so many programs at Springfield 
First bloom. As you make your way down toward the 
classroom located in the FamilyLife area you will find:
     School cubies made by a member
     Hand-painted school sign
     Shelves assembled by members
     Organized closets (not seen but so appreciated)
     Freshly painted walls and new carpet
     Many school items purchased and given through    
     donations
     Logos and signage designed by a StudentLife student

Outside at the playground and in the outdoor classroom 
near the Comunity Life Center, you will find:
     New climbing dome assembled by a member
     Bicycles, scooter, tricycles, and safety gear donated 
     Outdoor block
     Outdoor classroom items

As I reflect on getting ready for the start of the year, I 
know God is on the move in big ways for families here at 
Springfield First and in our community. It is seen in God’s 
provision with the preschool and in the hearts of the people 
of this church who are the hands and feet of Jesus every day. 
Thank you, thank you!

Kacey Belitsos 
EarlyLife Director
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Biblical Truth
"The law came through Moses, but grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ."
(John 1:17)

When Methodist pastors are examined, 
commissioned, and later ordained as clergy, they 
affirm that the Bible contains “all things necessary 
for salvation.” But such a high view of Biblical Truth 
does us little good if we are not searching the Bible, 
expecting God to shape us in our searching. In 
my earlier days as a pastor, I was very concerned 
with sharing the right methods of Bible study with 
people: what tools to use, what plans to follow, what 
readings to prioritize. These are good and helpful 
things. But more recently I’ve encouraged others 
to find a way simply to dwell in the Scriptures. This 
means spending some time each day living in the 
Bible. 

In my own life, this has forced me to slow down 
my reading of the Bible. Instead of trying to crank 
through many chapters per day, I may only read 
a small section of verses. But I try not only to read 
them, but breathe them, chew on them, and let them 
soak into my head and heart. I have found that for 
me, slower devotional readings of the Bible come 
with a more vivid sense of God’s ongoing presence. 
So if you are looking for a new way to dwell in the 
Bible, slow down, go small, and pay attention to 
what God might show you.

Pastor Justin Snider 

It was Monday evening. I was at home and 
felt a prompting to visit a guest of our church 
family in the hospital. I usually do not do 
hospital visits, but the prompting was clear - 
not just to visit, but also to ask her if she had 
ever received Jesus as her Lord and Savior. I 
went to the hospital the next morning. She and 
I visited for a while, and then the opportunity 
came to ask her if she had ever prayed and 
asked God to forgive her sins. Her simple 
but gracious answer was “no.” She prayed 
the prayer of forgiveness right there in her 
hospital bed. Today she is in heaven. Never 
underestimate the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit.  

Mindful Prayer

"Devote yourselves to prayer; being watchful and thankful."
(Colossians 4:2)

Carli Burton 
Director of Senior Ministries 



StudentLife took a trip to Virginia in June.
The trip to Virginia was so calming. It 
was so nice to unplug from the internet 
and be in nature for a while. The food 
and rooms were amazing. The whole 
trip definitely made me and my friends 
closer than ever, and I'm really grateful 
for the experience I had. Being out there 
made it seem easier to connect with God, 
and it gave me a really good sense of 
clarity and reassurance. 

Adrian Blaise
6th Grade - StudentLife 

More Stories of True Life Change

Sandy Mercer

I started coming here in 2015 after I 
retired. The music of the Traditional 
Service is my favorite. I love working on 
the funeral dinners. I feel wanted and 
needed here and it's nice to feel that way. 
Most of all I like to learn things. When I 
first came here Max and Jean Webster 
invited me to their class. I did not know 
much about the Bible and I asked a LOT 
of questions and they did not make me 
feel bad for not knowing. I learned so 
much and I wanted to know more. Then 
I took the G6 Class and it made things 
seem so simple. 

One thing that I struggled with was, how 
to pray. I am in a small group that meets 
on Monday afternoons. In our most recent 
study I learned that it really does not 
matter what you pray or how you pray. It 
is about having a conversation with God. 
It is about being in a realtionship with 
Him. 

I love taking all the classes offered here 
and learning more about the Bible and 
Jesus. 
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Over the course of this summer, we did so many things in the FamilyLife department. 
At the beginning of the summer, we prepared for the Virginia trip for StudentLife. VBS was 
something that occupied a lot of our time. We enjoyed working with Kacey, Sydney, Allison, 
and all the volunteers that were involved in this huge process. We loved seeing the outcome 
and how much the kids enjoyed it. To wrap up our last couple of weeks here as interns, we 
prepared for the next school year which involved the new preschool, StudentLife kickoff, and 
more KidLife fun! We have both learned so much and are excited about what's to come!

Katherine Minch & Aidann Barrett
Summer Interns

Thank you to Katherine and Aidann for using your gifts to 
support the mission of our church!

Summer Interns 

Katherine Minch, a 
junior at Springfield High 
School, made a huge 
impact with her artwork in 
different ministries in the 
church. 

Aidann Barrett 
discovered through 
working in children’s 
ministry that she wants 
to pursue teaching. She 
is now attending Illinois 
State University to obtain 
a degree in Elementary 
Education. 



Meet 
Our 
Staff... 

Roger Grimmett
Lead Pastor 

Justin Snider
Associate Pastor 

Bob Dodd
Executive Director

Kacey Belitsos
EarlyLife & Preschool Director

Carli Burton 
Director of Senior Ministries 

Dr. See Tsai Chan
Associate Director of 
Music Ministries 

Kelsie Fairfull
KidLife Director

Allison Means
Worship Arts Director

Brennan Pappas
Director of Technical Arts

Sydney Pappas
StudentLife Director

Sharon Sweeney
Director of Connections

Dara Bose
Accountant & Publications/Social 
Media Manager

Dayton Emery 
Technical Arts/Video 
Producer

Renoldo Gayton 
Lead Custodian

Sally Howard
Executive Assistant

Jenny Hutcherson 
Financial Administrator 

Kathy Kerr
Administrative Assistant

Pa
st

or
s 

& 
M

in
is

tr
y 

St
af

f
Su

pp
or

t S
ta

ff



Stay up on ALL future events of Springfield First  ·  Visit www.springfieldfirst.org

217.793.9760 
www.springfieldfirst.org
2941 South Koke Mill Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711

WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES 
Sunday    9:00am Contemporary in Community Life Center
 10:30am Contemporary in Community Life Center
 10:30am Traditional in the Sanctuary 

Facebook · SpringfieldFUMC   
Instagram · springfieldfumc
Twitter · SpringfieldFUMC

To see ALL generations experience True Life Change with Jesus. 


